
SKAGIT COUNTY MARINE RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
 

Minutes of the August 10, 2017 Skagit County Marine Resources Committee (MRC) meeting, held at the Fidalgo Bay Resort in 
Anacortes (4701 Fidalgo Bay Rd, Anacortes) 
 
Attendees: 

• MRC Members Attending: Jay Lind, Paul Dinnel, Julie Barber, Nathan Biletnikoff, Sarah Tchang, Todd Woodard, Phyllis 
Bravinder, Jude Apple, Jamey Selleck, Betsy Stevenson 

• MRC Members Absent: Tracy Alker, Matt Reynolds 
• Others Attending: Pete Haase (Morty’s alternate); Richard Brocksmith, Skagit Watershed Council; Clair Cook, PBNERR; 

Charlette Thurman, SCPW; Tim Manns (MRC alternate, Skagit Land Trust); Samantha Russell, CVP 
 
Call to Order and Introduction: Jamey Selleck called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. and opened the meeting with 
introductions.   
 
Approval of Minutes: The July 13, 2017, MRC meeting minutes were approved as written. 
 
Public Comments:  

• In Memoriam, Kit Rawson:  MRC members were deeply saddened by the recent passing of Skagit MRC member Kit 
Rawson.  The committee talked about how Kit was an inspiration to many who knew him and how he brought a 
wealth of scientific knowledge, enthusiasm, positive energy, and a fresh new perspective to the MRC.  Kit dedicated 
much of his life to salmon recovery and conservation efforts. He served on the board of the Skagit Land Trust and the 
SeaDoc Society. He was a valuable part of our local community and will be greatly missed.   

• Marine-Related Projects in Skagit County:  Richard Brocksmith listed off a few salmon related projects that are going 
on in Skagit County that he thought might be of some interest to the MRC including: 1) Similk Tidal Marsh 
Restoration. The feasibility study and conceptual designs have been completed.  Additional funding is needed for 
project design; 2) Kukutali Preserve Tombolo Restoration.  The feasibility study and final design have been completed 
and the permits are ready to go.  Construction has been put on hold until funding becomes available; 3) Deepwater 
Slough Alternative Analysis (Phase 2); 4) Milltown Island Restoration Projects; and 4) Skagit Forks Wetland 
Reconnection. Richard said he would be happy to share more detailed information about any of these projects if the 
MRC is interested.  

• Anchorages; Captain of the Port Puget Sound Zone, WA:   Although the public comment period recently ended August 
9th, Phyllis wanted to make sure that MRC members were aware of the US Coast Guard’s Anchorages Proposal to 
create several anchorage zones and holding areas in the Puget Sound area including five areas in Skagit County waters 
near Samish, Guemes, and Vendovi Islands.  The purpose is to provide stricter anchor zones to enhance safer 
navigation for maritime traffic instead of allowing ships to anchor wherever they want.  The US Coast Guard has made 
the determination that this proposal does not require an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) because it will not 
cause an increase in vessel traffic or use of the sites.  Many of the organizations who commented recommended a full 
scale EIS to ensure the sensitive marine habitats will be protected.   
 

Oil Dispersants:  William King, PhD candidate at the U.W. Friday Harbor Labs                                       
The University of Washington Friday Harbor Labs was contracted by the National Estuaries Program to write a literature 
review on the effectiveness and ecological consequences of oil dispersants in San Juan County waters. Chemical dispersants 
can break up large oil slicks into tiny oil droplets.  The different types of dispersants vary in the levels of effectiveness and 
toxicity. Both dispersants and chemically dispersed oil are toxic, but not necessarily more toxic than oil itself. Most dispersants 
alone are only slightly toxic.  However, when slightly toxic dispersants are combined with oil they become moderately toxic. 
UV light can also increase the level of toxicity. We have some data on the impacts on habitats and organisms but lack 
comparisons.  There remains considerable uncertainty about the tradeoffs of using dispersants and evidence is mixed on 
whether dispersants promote biodegradation.   

The decision flowchart for determining the best actions to take in case of an oil spill can be found in the Northwest 
Area Contingency Plan (NWACP).  If an oil spill occurs, the first line of action is to determine if the use of mechanical methods 
(e.g. skimming, booming, absorption pads) would be feasible or sufficient.  If not, other alternatives like chemical dispersants 
would be considered.  Below is part of the decision process for deciding whether or not to use dispersants: 

https://www.regulations.gov/document?D=USCG-2016-0916-0058
http://www.rrt10nwac.com/NWACP/Default.aspx
http://www.rrt10nwac.com/NWACP/Default.aspx


o Is dispersant use allowed at the spill site?  The use of dispersants is not allowed in most Skagit County 
waters. There are some areas in the San Juans and Canadian waters that will considered the use of 
dispersants on a case-by-case basis in waters that are at least 60 ft deep and 3 nautical miles of shoreline.  

o Is the oil chemically dispersible?  Oils vary by physical and chemical characteristics which can change how 
dispersible they are. Generally, the light and medium oils can be dispersed. But the very light and heavy 
cannot.  Most crude oils transported around here are medium. 

o Is the right type of dispersant readily available? There are currently 18 types of dispersants that the US 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) allows. The only dispersant Washington State currently has in stock is 
Corexit 9500, but there are potentially better choices out there.  The type of dispersants kept in stock is up to 
industry and the responders (e.g. US Coast Guard and WA Dept. of Ecology).  Not all dispersant types are 
produced in mass quantities and might be harder to obtain and keep in stock. 

o Are conditions conducive? Dispersant effectiveness will depend on various real-time environmental 
conditions; in particular, in San Juan County the type of oil, the state of the oil slick, and ocean mixing energy 
are the key factors for dispersant effectiveness. 

o Will using dispersants reduce the overall impact of the oil spill?  Dispersants will only be used if the oil spill 
is really bad and if doing so will decrease the overall harm of a large oil spill, especially along sensitive 
shorelines. 
 

Northwest Straits Commission (NWSC) Report:  Jamey Selleck          
• 2017-2018 Northwest Straits Commission Budget:  The Commission authorized the 2017-2018 Northwest Straits 

Commission budget which includes Washington State funding and pending funds from EPA (via the Puget Sound 
Partnership) and NOAA (via the Northwest Straits Foundation for a kelp recovery plan). Each MRC will receive $1,000 
of State funding and $73,000 from the EPA (via the Puget Sound Partnership) for a total of $74,000.   

• Next NWSC Meeting:  The next Commission meeting will be August 25, from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM at the Pacific Rim 
Institute in Coupeville, WA.                  

 
Northwest Straits Foundation (NWSF) Report:  Jay Lind                                                                 

• NWSF Board: The NWSF Board continues to meet every other month. 
• The Rose Foundation Grant:  Jay suggested the MRC consider seeking funding through Rose Foundation Grant to help 

support the Salish Sea Stewards program.  The NWSF might be able to help apply for the grant. Samantha noted that 
she has already applied for a few small grants that could potentially help augment the program.  

• Jack Hartt Retirement Celebration:  Jack Hartt, Park Manager of Deception Pass State Park, is planning to retire in 
October. Jay is working with the Island MRC and the Northwest Straits Foundation to plan a celebration for Jack to 
show our appreciation for his collaboration on multiple projects. Jack has been instrumental in planning and 
implementing several of our projects and has been such a pleasure to work with. 

 
Administrative Report:   Tracy Alker                               

No updates 
 

Marine Renewable Energy Seminar Report:    Nate Biletnikoff                            
• Approximately 30-40 people attended the seminar at Padilla Bay. Nate provided welcoming remarks including a nice 

tribute to Kit Rawson. The speakers included PhD and postdoc students from the University of Washington who 
shared some of the basics about marine renewable energy technology, how the devices work and their potential 
impacts on marine life, some of the engineering challenges, and the economic outlook.  One example of the research 
that has been done is on the strength of an orca skin and the potential for the devices to abrade the whales. Results 
indicated that the devices wouldn’t likely cut into the marine animals.  In addition, fish have been observed 
completely avoiding the devices.  Todd noted that these behavioral stressors are a concern for the tribes.  As for the 
economic outlook, the marine renewable energy industry most likely wouldn’t have any new job growth until about 
2030 and the total added jobs wouldn’t be that significant.   
 

Evaluation of the Drainages/Discharges Near the March Point Recreation Area Public Shellfish Beac h    
• MRC members discussed the report from the Washington State Department of Health regarding the shellfish beach 

closure at east March’s Point due to unhealthy levels of fecal coliform bacteria. The Health Department is working 



with the Skagit County Public Works Clean Water Program to determine the next steps.  Committee members asked 
Betsy to follow-up with the County to find out what actions are being taken and the approximate timeline.   
 

Project Status & Discussion                                    
• Bowman Bay Nearshore Restoration:  A planting/maintenance party hosted by the Skagit Fisheries Enhancement 

Group was held August 8th.  Beach seining and forage fish surveys continue to occur on a monthly basis.  
• Tide Pool Interpretive Sign:  The sign has been installed at Washington Park in Anacortes. A dedicated group of eight 

Salish Sea developed a survey to evaluate the effectiveness of the sign. Volunteers will begin surveying beach visitors 
soon.  

• Fidalgo Bay Day:  The event will be held this Saturday, August 12, 2017 at the Fidalgo Bay RV Resort.  Phyllis will be at 
the main entrance table to welcome folks to the event and will also be conducting interviews.   Some of the highlights 
of this year’s event include: Shannon Point Marine Center’s aquarium touch tank, beach seining demonstration, 
educational displays and activities, kid-friendly crafts and games, passport discovery stations, complimentary samples 
of local seafood, and Samish no-host BBQ salmon lunch. New this year, visitors will get to create luminarias with tea 
lights for a lighted procession to be held later in the day.  Visitors and event participants will also have an opportunity 
to help create a large mural that will be hung on the wall designed by Katylani Siplin, an AmeriCorps with the Skagit 
Fisheries Enhancement Group.  

• Salish Sea Stewards: 22 people are now on the wait list for next year’s training.  We will have our first planning 
committee meeting in early September.  The surveys that were completed by the participants in this year’s training 
will be used to help make improvements to the program. 

• Olympia Oyster Restoration:  Most of the field work is done.  Paul met with Brady Blake from the WA Department of 
Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) to look at the oyster shell beds on the east side of Fidalgo Bay.  The native oyster density 
appeared to be very high.  They also took a look at the east side of March’s Point to see if it might be a good location 
to transfer oyster seed to enhance the native oyster spawning and settlement in that area in the next year or so. Paul 
is also working with WDFW to put out stacks of ceramic tiles at four locations in Fidalgo Bay and collecting two of 
those at two week intervals to monitor oyster settlement.  They observed light to moderate settlement in the last six 
weeks. Paul will also be processing another batch that they recently collected. Paul, with the help of volunteers and 
WA Department of Natural Resources (DNR) staff, collected shell bags at Cypress Island.  They discovered that the 
shell bag in the highest channel had total mortality.  The intermediate channel bag had a very low survival rate and 
the shell bag in the lower channel had excellent survival and excellent growth rates of native oysters. The oyster shell 
bag outside of the tidal channel had moderate survival. Paul also collected the recording sensors to monitor 
temperature and salinity in the channels at Cypress Island. Results will be compiled into a report soon. Paul is 
considering putting the recording sensors in the channels near Sharpe’s Corner in Fidalgo Bay next year where they 
recently discovered a healthy Olympia oyster population.  

• Pinto Abalone Restoration:  The field work was done in early spring.  The final report will be completed by September 
30th.   

• Forage Fish Index Site Surveys: Monthly surveys continue at Skagit MRC’s three Forage Fish Index sites:  Ship Harbor, 
Similk Bay on the Swinomish Reservation, and Samish Island. Fish eggs have been found at the Similk Bay site, but not 
at Ship Harbor.  Ship Harbor was probably never a forage fish spawning site.  The data collected is important to show 
the big picture. The data is sent to WDFW for processing and will eventually be posted on Sound IQ.  

• European Green Crab Monitoring:   Monitoring will continue in Padilla and Fidalgo Bays through mid-September. Just 
this week they found a dead green crab in Padilla Bay that was likely left by a bird.  It was from the same age group as 
the other two green crabs found in Padilla Bay. 

• Weaverling Spit Beach Nourishment/ Restoration:  The Samish Indian Nation is now under contract for the beach 
nourishment project.  The beach nourishment material has been approved by Coastal Geologic Services.   Construction 
will begin September 5th and is anticipated to take less than two weeks to complete. Trucks will be hauling/dumping 
600 cubic yards of material each day in order to get it done by September 16th. 

• Kayak Kelp Surveys:  Holly Garland (Northwest Straits Initiative intern) and Lucas are working on the draft bull kelp 
condition index protocol. The Northwest Straits Foundation hired Zoe Zilz as the new Kelp Coordinator.  The position is 
only for a few months during this year’s kelp survey season.  14 people attended the kayak-based kelp survey training 
in July, including a couple of volunteers from The Hole in the Wall Kayak Club.  Three sites have been selected to 
survey this year including: Coffin Rock, Shannon Point Marine Center, and Biz Point.  Samantha recommended that we 
try to better define what the goals are for this project and what information we are trying to get from these surveys in 
Skagit County.  It’s important to be able to communicate the goals to the volunteers who are involved with this 
project. Jamey suggested contacting Lucas to help define the goals. Todd noted that the Samish Indian Nation is also 



conducting kelp surveys via motorized boat to look at the overall change to the kelp beds over time.  However, their 
boat is currently out of commission. They started looking at aerial surveys and started re-digitizing some of them for 
comparison.  
   

Miscellaneous Events and Announcements:                                                                                                                                
• Skagit River Salmon Festival- September 9, Edgewater Park in Mount Vernon: Skagit MRC will be hosting a display and 

games and passport activity. 
• Taste of Padilla Bay – with a Hint of Maine- Aug 19:  The Padilla Bay Foundation will hold their auction dinner 

fundraiser on Saturday, August 19th at the Padilla Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve.  This year’s fundraiser will 
support a Touch Pool Experience in Padilla Bay’s aquarium room as well as the Coastal Volunteer Partnership 
Program.  The event will feature a sumptuous buffet and both a silent and live auction with live music by Jumbled Pie. 

• Samish Indian Nation’s Marine Debris Removal Program Update:  To date, approximately 0.5 million pounds of marine 
debris (mostly creosote) has been removed! 
 

 
The meeting adjourned at 11:00 a.m. The next MRC meeting will be held Thursday, September 14, 2017, at the Skagit County 
Administration Building in Mount Vernon.  

 


